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Deing o dem unpoſſible 55 reach to deelsbgs and howe 
many of ſuch would be let vp and repay? e, which {02 want of 
maintenance, are pꝛactizing baſe Artes in coꝛners, whoſe 
wits nature framed only foꝛ learning; but ſteing this cannot 
be remdied it mult be paſſed oner, 
It cannot be denied but there are wits pꝛoper and fit fo 
one ſcience, which foz another are vnmeet: and therfoze it is 
fit befoze a youth be (et to ſtudie, to ſerch out the diſpoſition 
of his wit, and ſee what ſcience anſwereth to his capacitie, 
and therein to beſto w his time. And pet this ſufkiceth not to 
make a man learned, but he muff haue and keepe manye o- 
ther circumſtances, no leſſe neceſſary then his naturall in- 
clination. And Hyppocrat ſayth that mans wit hath like 
20po2tton with ſciences as the earth hath with the ſced, the Lib.tcx.byp. 
which although it be fertill and ranke, yet muff be huſban- 
ded and conſidered what ſoꝛt ol graine it is molt likely it wil 
beft bꝛing foꝛth, foz euery earth cannot fructifie with all ſ@d 
alike, without reſpect. 

Foz ſome groundes bzing fo2th better wheat then barlie, 
and others better Barlie then wheat; and of wheates ſome 
bzing a plentifall encreaſe of good Lammas wheat, and can 
not away with the baſeſt ſort. 

The good huſbandman is not content only with this dif- 
ference of ſoile, but after hee bath plowed it inhisſeaſsn, 
waiteth foz a ſeaſonable time to ſow in, bicauſe it cannot bs 
doone at all times of the peare, and after it is arowne hee 
weedeth it and makes it cleane, to the end it may growe the 
better, and after ward peeld him (ach kruite of his ſeve as he 
hoped foz. Do is it met, that after we knowe what facultie 
is fytteſt fo2 a man, that he begin to tudy it in his youth bes 
cauſe (as Chꝛiſte ſaith) that age is moſfe redieſt to learne. 

Moꝛeouer mans life is ſhozt, c ſciences long a getting, ther 

fozeit behooueth a man to haue ſufficient time to kno lo thẽ 

put them in pꝛactiſe, and thereby to benefyte his Common 30. ſection 

wealth, The memozy ofachilve ſayth Ariſtorle; ia with- . 
out any impzeCion, like a table wherein nothing is painted, ; Scan 

and therefozs receineth any thing with eale, farre vnlike to e 
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fall of things which they haue ſ@n in the courſe of their time, 

can hardly containe any moze. And foꝛ this cauſe(ſaid Plato) 
let vs befo2e childꝛen tell honeſt tales, which may tir them 
vp fo vertuous actions, becauſe they neuer koꝛget that which 
thep learne iu this age. Not as Gallen (aid, that then they 
ought to learne ſciences when nature hath recouered all the 
foꝛces which ſhe can attaine vnto. Fo2 he hath no reaſon in 
his ſpeech, if he diſtinguiſh not. Me who will learne the La- 
tine toong, 02 any other ſhould doo it in his childehood; foz 
if be tarrie vntill his body be hardened, and receiue his per⸗ 
fection, he ſhall neuer reach vato it. Jn the ſecond age which 
is youth : the art of reaſoning called Logicke is to be labou⸗- 
redin, bicauſe then the vnderſtanding beginneth to ſhew it 
ſelfe: which hath the ſame p2opsztton with Logicke, as the 
paſtrons we fetter an bntamed mule withallwhich vünge 
them foz a time, commeth thereby to a good paſe in the end, 
So our vnderſtanding being as it were fettered, with the 
rules and pꝛecepts of Logicke, dooth win afterward in Art 
and diſputation, a certaine delightfull manner in diſcourſing 
and reaſoning. Jn youth all artes which belong to the vn- 
derſtanding may be learned, becauſe in that age it dooth ap- 
peare and ſhe w it ſelfe . True it is that Ariſtotle ercepteth 
naturall Philoſopby, affirming that a youth is not ready foz 
that kind of learning: wherein be ſ@meth to haue reaſon, bi⸗ 


cauſe it is a ſcience of a moze deeper confideration than any 
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others. 

Now that we know the age wherein Artes are to be ler- 
ned, it is conuenient to (&k a fit place foz that purpofe, where 
nothing elſe is handled but learning, as bninerſittes are. 
But the youth maſt fozſake his fathers houſe, becauſe the 
mothers tendernes, the b;others and their kinſfolkes cocke⸗ 


ring, which are not of the like pꝛokoſſion is a great hinde- 


rancefto his learning. This is manifeſtly ſeene in ffudents 
which are bozne in Uninerſities, where few oz none but by 
great chance pꝛoue learned. This may eafily be remedyed, 
by changing Uninerſities, and d thoſe which are * in Sa- 
amanca 


Þ ; 
* N | 9 


© famarica fo ffüdie in Aleale de Heneries at the nitaralt” 

chilve of Alcale, in Salamanca. Chis point of going foozth 

from his fathers houſeigof ſuch impe; weight to 
became wiſe and valerous, that na teacher igfble to inſtrut 

him ſo much.cſpectally when hee ſhalt percein . k- 

tentimes to want the cockering and to much taffrance which 

his countrep peeldeth: 

Go out of thy lande ſayo God to Abraha ) from thy &....... 
\inſfolke, and from thy fathers houſe, ande to the place 
which J will ſhew thee, in the which J will take great thy 
name and will giv the my bleſſing. The like ſaith God to 
all ſuch as deſire valour and wiſedome, foꝛ although hee can 
> ” blefſe them in their naturall countrey : pet his pleaſure is 
that men diſpoſe themſelues by ſuch meanes, as he hath ap- 

- 1, Pointed, and that wiſedome commeth not to them in theyr 

- ſleepe, And all this is to be vnderſtood, ſuppoſing a man to 
haue a good capacitie and ableneſſe, foz otherwiſe who ſo go⸗ 

* j eth a beaſt to Rome, from thence ſhall alſo returne a beaſt. 

". } Anditauaileth little that a dullard go to ſtudy inSalamance 

+ Where there is no chairs of vuderſtanding, no: of pzudence, 
, © Roz any one that teacheth it. 

5 * The third diligence is to ſceke a maiſter Which teacheth "5" 
plainely and with method, good and ſound doctrine, not vain fect _ 
lie and Wophiſker like, foz the ſcholler whileſt bee learneth nunerua. 

— Ddooth onely giue credite to that which the maiſter pzopoun- 

>eth, as not haning iudgement to diſcerne and diſtinguiſhe 

the truth from falſhood. Although it be a thing which conſi⸗ 

ſeth in chance, and not ſubiec to the choiſe of the learner,fo 

come to ſtudp in a time, when the Uniuerſities haue good oz 

bad mayffers. As it happened to certaine Phyũtions which 

Gallen maketh mention of, the which when bee hadde 

conninced, by many reaſons and experience, to haue bſed er- 

ronious pꝛadiiſe, to the pꝛeiudice of many mens health: the s. erh. 4. 

teares guſhed out of their eies, and in Gallens pꝛeſence they 

began to curſſ their fate and euill hap, in that they met with 

bnſkilfullmaifters, at the fims they went to ſtudie. True 

it is, that ſome ſchollers are indued with ſuch a happie uy, 
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that they perceiue pꝛeſentlie the maiſters condition and ler- 
ning that he bzingeth, and if it be nought, they can confute 
it: if good, allow of that which is ſound. Huch kind of ſcho-- 
5 lers by the years end, teach the mapſter moe then they lern 
= of him, bicauſe that by doubling and p2opounding ſubtlety, 
— they make him know and anſwer ſuch erronious matter as 
be neuer knew, noꝛ ncuer ſhould haue knowne if the ſcholer 
thꝛugh the felicity of his wit, had not pointed to it: but of theſe 
there are not abone one 02 two at the moſt, and of the duller 
ſozte an infinite number . and therefoze if is behoonuefull 
(now when we are to make this choiſe and triall of wits, to 
Sciences) that the Nniuerſities be alwaics pꝛouided of god 
maiſters, which are ſound in Doctrine, and of happy witte, 
leaſt they teach the ignozant errours and falſe grounds. 
The fourth diligence which is to bee vſed, is to ſtudie an 
Art with oꝛder, beginning with the pꝛinciples and lo aſcend 
by degrees vnto the ende, and not heare a matter which p2e- 
ſuppoleth another going befoze. And therfoze J dis alwaies 
hold it fo2 an erroz, to year many leſſons of diuers matters, 
and paſſe them altogithert in one houſe. Foz this bzedeth an 
intricate confuſion in mans vnderſtanding, that after warde 
in pꝛactiſe, be cannot benefite himſcife with the pzeceptcs of 
bis Art, noz ſettle them in fit place. And therfo2e it is much 
befter to labour each matter by it ſelfe, and with that natu⸗ 
rall oꝛder thut it requireth, becauſe cuerp thing is placed in 
the memoꝛie in the oꝛder that it is learned. And it is moite 
conuenient fo2 ſuch to vſe this in particular, which of they? 
owne nature haue a confuſed wit: which may eaſily bee re⸗ 
medied, by hearing one matter alone, and that being finiſhed 
enter into the next, vntill he haue accompliſhed all the Arte. 
Gallen vnderſtanding howe much good o2der impozteth in 
ffudy wꝛote a boke, how his owne wozks were fo be read, 
to the end the Phyũtian ſhould not confound himſelfe. 
Others adde, that the ſtudent whileſt hee is a learner, 
ſhould haue but one beke, which ſhould containe plainly the 
faculty he taketh in hand, to the end he ſhould not diſtract and 
perplex his wit. The laſt point that maketh a man expert in 
anp Science, is to anploy much tims in his ſtudie, * noi 
nti 


Lib. de or- 
dia. lib. ſuop. 


— — — — —— tal 


a Sins „ rene 


vntill his art be diſgeſted and taken diep roof. Foz as mans 
bodpe is not maintained and nouriſhed, by a great quantfi- 
s ftpok meat and dꝛinke taken in one day, but by that which ths 
* ſtomach digeſtethand altereth :euen ſo mans wit is not trã⸗ 1 
med and katted by reading much in ſhozte. time, but by that 1 
which he learneth with attention, and derpe chewing a conft- 
— deringofthe ſame by often repeating it. And our wit by this 
| meanes getteth daylp a better diſpoſition, and in pꝛogrelle of 
N time commeth to fall vpon matter which befoꝛe it toulde ne- 
0 ver knowe noz attapne vnto. The vnderſtanding hath his 
beginning, encreaſe, ſtate, and declining, as man, beaſtes, 
and plants haue. It bath his beginning in pouth( viz )at 14. 
„ peares, his encreaſe at 25. his perfect and firme effate from 
Db 


thence, vntill age dꝛawe nere, and in olde age beginneth to 
decline. And therefoꝛe he who deſireth to know , when his 
| vnderſtanding hath attapned to all vertue e firength, which 
it can reache vnto : let him vnderſtande that it is from 33. 
peares vntill; o. o thereabout, In which time graue Au- 
thozs are to be credited, if in the courſe of their age they haus 
bad befoꝛe any contrary opinions. 
Vel there is not the like reaſen in all mens ages, bitauſe 
childhood endeth in ſome at 12. in others at 14. in others at 
6. in others at 18. And theſe are of longe continuance, foz Galen 6. de 
- their youth (ĩiuuentus)reache th vnto 40. yeares 02 little leſſe lanit.tuend, 
2 andtheir ſtape in perfection to 60. And thelie haue 20. years 
mo2e foꝛ their age, and ſa they line fill 80. peares cf age, 
( which is the endofthe firongeſf in nature. And the firſte 
3 Whole childehood endeth at 12, yeares are of ſhozt life, they 
: begin to reaſon timely, and haue a beard, and their wit con- 
tinxeth but a ſinall time, fo: at 35 yeares they begin fo war 
-: Weake, and at 48. their life endeth. There are none oftheſe 
\>, Conditions, which are not neceCary and pꝛofitable foz the at⸗ 
chicuing of knowledge, but the p2incipaleft point, 4 which 
moſt of all pzeuaileth, is fo haue an inclination and wit, an- 
{wereable and fyt fo2 the ſcicnce that a man Cudieth . Foz 
with that inclination, we haue ſeene many (when their pouth 


bath bene farte ſpente) begins. to fudys in therz owne 
natural 
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naturall ſople, vader vnſkilfull maiſters, and without me- 
thod, and pet in ſhoꝛt time haue pꝛoued very learned. Foz 
if wit want (ſaith Hyppocrat) and inclination, all other in- 
dultry is lot. Yea M. Cicero was he, who moſt of al men, did 
molt extoll this naturall diſpoſition, whoe with angnidh of 
mind, perceiuing his ſonne to be ſuch a lobbe, and that none 
of thole meanes which he had pꝛepared fo2 him could bene- 
fite him, ſayd in this manner. Nam quid eſt aliud gigantum 
more bellare cum. diis nifi naturz repugnare, As though he 
ſhould ſay : what is liker the warre which the Giants made 
againſt the Gods, then fo2 a man to giue himlelfe to a ſtudp, 
wit and inclination wanting? Foz as the giants neuer ouer 
came the G8ads, but were alwaies ouercoms by them, euen 
ſo enery ſtudent that ſhall go about fo ouercome bis nature 
and viſit inclination Gall be ouerthzowne by it. And there- 
foꝛe the ſame Cicero, dooth counſell vs that wee ſtring not 
againſt nature, no2 goe about to be Dzatozs if ſhee conſent 
not, becauſe we [hall laboz in vaine. 


Chap.2. 


Howe that it is nature that maketh a youth able and fit 
for learning. 


A is acommon lentence and vſed of the 
da Fi byloſophers of old time: ſayeng, that it 
Alis nature which maketh a man fit and apt 

3 | [& ap1\fo learne, and Art with rules and pze- 
* Ne ſcepts which maketh things eaſie to him: 
and that vſe and experience of particular 
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what this nature is, no: 
placed. Dnely they atfirme, that 
all experience, mayfters and bookes, and trauaple is vaine, 
and loſt labour in him which learneth. The common peo- 
ple when they lis a man ol an excellent wit and W 
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nation all that diſagreth from this, but the nafuiu.s Pbylo- 
ſopher ieſteth at this kind of (peach : fo2 although this opini- 
on be godlp, religious, and contayneth much truth, pet it ri- 
ſeth ol being ignoꝛ ant of the oꝛder and diſpolition, which God 
gaue to all naturall things in theif firſt Creation: and to de- 


no man controule o2 contradict them, they affirme that all is 
Gods will, and that there is nothing doone but by his Dy; 
uine pleaſure. Although this be true, yet they are wozthis 
efrep2ehenſion, Foz as Ariſtotle ſayth, Euer y queſtion is 


fend, and maynfaine their ignoꝛance moꝛe ſecurely, and that 


Ariſt. 1. T 


not to be pꝛopounded alwapes in like manner, noꝛ euerp an- 


ſwere although it be true, is to be ginen indiffcrently. 


Anaturall Phploſopher reaſoning with a Gramarian, | 


there came vnto them inthe meane time a curious Garde- 
ner, and aſked them what might be the cauſe, that vſing all 
induſtry be might in his garden, in digging, raking dunging 
and watering it : vet neuertheleſſe, it neuer bꝛought foozth 
willingly thoſe hearbes which he ſoboed, and pet the hear bes 
which of it ſelfe it bzought foꝛth, grew with no labour? The 
Gꝛamarian anſwered, that that came of Gods diupne pꝛo⸗ 
aidence, and that it was ſo vecreed fo; the good gouernment 
of the wozld : the natarall Phyloſopher laughed af this an- 
ſwere, ſeeing him dzawne to God, becauſe he knewe not the 
courſe of naturall cauſes, no2 howe no2 which waye ther 
b2ought foozth their effects. The Gzamarian ſœing him to 
laugh, aſked him whether he mocked him, oz wherefoze he 
laughed? The Phyloſopher fold him, he laughed not at him, 
but at the mapſter which infiructed bim ns better, becauſe 
the knowledge and reſolution of things which riſe of Gods 
p20uldence, and ſuch as are ſupernatural actions, belong to 


the Metaphyſitians, which now we call Diutnity'. But the 


Gardeners queſtion is naturall, whoſe turiſdiction appers 
fapneth to naturall phyloſophers, becauſe there are many- 
feſf cauſes oꝛdayned, from whence ſuch aneffec (ould ariſe. 
And therefoze the naturall Phyioſopher anſwered e 
t 


* foozth naturally, are growne in her entrailes, and the herbs 
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that the earth is of the quslitiz of a Fownather, he ſoſtreth 
here! Szeirvery Welt. ann ua öl vurdalldes, 
and ther eine we ſe her owne faire and fat, andthe ſtepchild 


leane and tolourleſſe. The fruits which the earth bꝛingeth 


which the Gardener fozceth her to bzing fozth, are the Chil⸗ 
dꝛen of another mother: and therefoze ſhe withdzaweth the 
vertue and nouriſhment, whereby they ſhouldgrowe, to be- 
fow it vpon the hearbs her lelfe conceyneth and ingende⸗ 
reth. - 

Likewiſe Hyppocrates repozteth,that going to viſit that 
great Phyloſopher Democrites, he told him the folly which 
the vulgar ſozt conceiued of the Art of Phbyſicke, that was: 
that ſering them ſelues delinercd of all ſickeneſCe and inkpr⸗ 
mity, they ſaid that God healed them, and that if if were not 
bis good will and pleaſure, the phyſitians induſtrie had little 
pꝛeuailed. This is ſuch an old kind of ſpeaking, and ſo ofte 
confraried by Phyloſophers, that it is in vaine to amend if, 
pea not conuenient;fo2itis better that the bulgar ſozt,which 
are ignoꝛant of particular cauſes, anſwere by the vnigerſall 
cauſe (which is god) and with truth, then otherwiſe to ſpeak 
friflingly and fondip. | 

And therefo2e J haue often conſidered with my ſelf,w 
ſhould moue the common people to attribute all thinges to 
God, and take it from nature,yea and deteſt natural means, 
J know not whether 4 haue geſled aright, vet it is manifeſts 
that becauſe they know not what effcces are to be referred 
immediatlp to GD, and what to nature: they ſpeake as 
they doo. 4Beſides men are foz the moſt part impatient, and 
deſire out cfhande, the accompliſhment of that they deſire, 
And becauſe that naturall meanes are long, and are w2oght 
by traa ot time, they haue not patience to expect them. And 
becauſethey know God to be omnipotent, and able in a mo- 
ment to do what be liſteth, as by many examples they haue 
learned, they would haue him giue them health, as he did to 
bim that lay ſicke ofthe Palũie, and wiſedoms as hee did to 
Salomon, and wealth as bee did to Iob, and deliuer them 
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